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Weekend rental market eases
pressure as Oxford tourism booms

Graduate
student
passes away
HAL FOX

thedmnews@gmail.com
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With football season
back in full swing, Oxford
is feeling the pressure
incoming tourists put on
the city. As the hospitality
industry has been expanding
to keep up with growing
demand, many residents
have decided to become
part of the industry instead
of just a part of the scenery.
Over the past several
years, the private home
rental market, “weekend
rentals,” has transformed
the hospitality and tourism
industry in the city of
Oxford. Not only do private

rentals help alleviate the
pressure of accommodating
mass amounts of tourists,
but they also provide locals
with a new opportunity
to generate extra income.
“There’s a guy in my
neighborhood who rents
his house out for $5,000
a weekend because these
rich people will pay out
the nose for somewhere to
stay,” said Richard Gentry,
chair
of
management
and
entrepreneurship
at
the
University
of
Mississippi. “It subsidizes
the Oxford economy, so
the townies head out.”
For the last few years,
most tourists have preferred

booking through agencies
like Airbnb or Vrbo over
hotel options in the area.
Though this directly benefits
the local Oxford residents
who own the short-term
rentals, it has, until recently,
had a negative impact on the
Oxford economy, according
to Nadia Thornton, sales and
marketing manager for the
tourism agency, Visit Oxford.
“For years, the 2%
lodging tax at hotels, as well
as the food and beverage 2%
tax, wasn’t being charged by
Airbnbs here which hurt the
hotels and the economy,”
said Thornton. “But now,
legislation is helping that.”
Short-term rental owners

are now required to charge
the 7% state sales tax on
the listed price as well as
local tourism and economic
development taxes. This
helps both the city’s economy
and tourism agency. In
the last year, the hotel tax
alone generated $416,253
for the city of Oxford. Prior
to the Covid-19 pandemic,
that tax generated nearly
$480,000 a year. The goal
is to have the hotel tax
applied to private rentals.
The majority of the tax
money is generated during
the “busy season” in Oxford
— football season. The

SEE RENTALS PAGE 2

Medley Jane Morgan, an Ole
Miss student pursuing a masters of
education in counselor education,
passed away on Aug. 20 as the result of a car accident. She was 24
years old.
Her funeral was held at Coleman Funeral Home of Olive
Branch on Aug. 23 and she was
later interned at Autumn Woods
Memorial Park.
Morgan was born in Memphis
on Feb. 20 1998, and grew up in
Olive Branch, Miss., a suburb of
Memphis. She attended the University of Mississippi for her undergraduate degree and graduated
from the university in May of 2020
with a bachelor’s degree in psychology. She was set to start her graduate studies at the university with
a specialization in Clinical Mental
Health just a few days after her
death.
Morgan worked as a psychological technician at the North Mississippi Regional Center and enjoyed
her job for the interactions it gave
her with her clients.
As her obituary reads, “Medley
was the type of person who could
talk to anyone. She always made
sure that she made others feel
beautiful, appreciated, and special
regardless of their background,
circumstance, appearance, occupation, or age.”
Memorial donations can be
made in Morgan’s name to the
Joyful Heart Foundation, an organization that pledges to “transform
society’s response to sexual assault,
domestic violence, and child abuse,
support survivors’ healing, and end
this violence forever.”

Ole Miss primed to start
season with a statement
CAMERON LARKIN

thedmsports@gmail.com

PHOTO COURTESY: REED JONES/OLE MISS ATHLETICS.

Ole Miss football competed in a scrimmage on Aug. 20 in preparation
for the first game of the season.

The Rebels have been hungry to get back on the field under
the bright lights at Vaught-Hemingway Stadium for the entire
offseason. The disappointment
of its Sugar Bowl loss has stayed
with and fueled the Ole Miss
football team for the last nine
months, and they cannot wait
to bounce back in a big way.

The Rebels look to be a completely different monster compared to last year. Through the
transfer portal, player development and hiring a new offensive coordinator, Ole Miss is
well equipped to surprise many.
After coming off its first 10win season since 2015, Ole Miss
is ready to kick off its 2022 campaign at 3 p.m. Saturday against
Troy University. Troy, coming
off of a disappointing 5-7 season

in 2021, is looking to shock everyone in Week 1 of this college
football season. The Trojans will
come into Vaught-Hemingway
stadium with supreme confidence
that they can pull off the upset.
It can be easy to view this week’s
matchup as a cupcake game, but
the Rebels know there are no absolutes in college football. Ole Miss
head coach Lane Kiffin has proven

SEE PREVIEW PAGE 10
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ASB prepares for exciting year
MARY BOYTE

thedmnews@gmail.com

The Associated Student
Body kicked off the 2022-2023
school year with orientation
Tuesday night in the union
auditorium. Three senate seats
remain open, waiting to be
filled by eager new senators.
Vice President Alex Nabors
began the two-hour inaugural
meeting by welcoming the
senators elected last spring.
She ended the night with a
reminder that three senatorial
seats remain open, one never
filled from the previous spring
and two left by senators who
resigned at the beginning of this
school year. Senators represent
either a registered student
organization or a college, like
the College of Liberal Arts.
Nabors encouraged the
current senators to invite their
freshmen friends and neighbors
to campaign as they are, in
her eyes, “underrepresented
constituents in this body.”
After
the
meeting

RENTALS

continued from page 1
occupancy percentage for the
city increases dramatically
during prominent home game
weekends. According to a
Smith Travel Research report
from 2021, the city occupancy
rose from just under 100%
to almost 280% for the
weekend of the homecoming
football game. While the
influx in population can be
difficult to accommodate,
Visit
Oxford
Executive
Director Kinney Ferris said
that the City of Oxford is
dependent on these visitors.
“The
consistency
of
having people here week
over week is what drives the
economy,” Ferris said. “As
wonderful as football season
is, the economy suffers
when that type of consistent
visiting
isn’t
happening.”
Research showed adding

adjourned, Nabors told the
DM she views open seat
elections
as
an
exciting
opportunity not only for ASB,
but for the candidates as well.
“I’m hoping a lot of
freshmen apply because that
gets them in early and hopefully
sets them up for a nice four
years in ASB,” she said.
After introducing cabinet
members and going over basic
procedures, Anastasia JonesBurdick led the senators
through a practice piece of
legislation proposing to change
all the roads on campus to
canals. Lively debate replaced a
serious atmosphere as senators
pretended to argue for or
against transforming Ole Miss
from the “Harvard of the South”
to the “Venice of the South.”
This comical piece of
legislation aside, both cabinet
members and senators are
gearing up for a productive year.
Ben Salvador, president
of the Graduate Student
Council, addressed the crowd,
expressing the desire to
foster a closer collaboration

between his council and ASB.
He encouraged the senators
to “remember to consider
graduate students, that they
are an important part of this
community and an important
part of this university as
a
whole.”
According
to
Salvador,
the
graduate
student
body
represents
around 3,000 members of
the university’s population.
Also coming up for ASB
is addressing the recent
water crisis in Jackson. After
the meeting had officially
adjourned,
president
Lila
Osmon told the senators a
project regarding the crisis
will soon be fleshed out.
The latest task for the ASB
is running the homecoming
elections. Petitions opened
Wednesday, Aug. 31, and can
be found in union room J301.
Available
court
positions
include Mr. and Ms. Ole
Miss, homecoming king and
queen, freshman, sophomore,
junior, and senior maids
and 10 campus favorites.
In general, Nabors said she

more hotels to the area
would
help,
but
would
not be sustainable yearround. Currently, there are
approximately 1,300 hotel
rooms in Oxford according
to Ferris. The predictable
increase in weekend visitors
coupled with the scarcity
of rental accommodations
created a problem. Locals
renting out their own homes
to visitors on busy weekends
became
the
solution.
In 2016, Oxford local Ashley
Freeman decided to start
renting out her home during
home football game weekends.
That decision changed her life.
“I needed to make ends
meet,” Freeman said. “Just
my daughter and I lived in a 5
bedroom, 3 bath house, so we
started renting it out on the
weekends. And it did so well.”
Since she decided to open
her home for weekend rentals,
Freeman has experienced
rapid success. In the last year,
she has jumped from managing

two weekend rental properties
to 35. She currently manages
six employees and started a
company, Velvet Ditch Villas,
that specializes in managing
short-term rentals in Oxford.
“Everyone
jumped
on
the
Airbnb
bandwagon,”
Freeman said. “If you have
a home you can offer to
guests and fans while they
visit, why not? The market
is booming and you have to
be ready to play the game.”
Part of the reason why
the short-term rental market
is “booming” for owners is
because of how much they
can charge guests. Because
weekend housing options
in the city of Oxford are
scarce, many owners earn
significant income by offering
their home as a rental option
on a sought-after weekend.
And guests will pay heavily
for the privilege of an available
rental in a good location. The
weekend of Nov. 11, when
Ole Miss will play Alabama

MARY BOYTE / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

ASB senators practice going through the steps of legislation at a
meeting on Aug 30.
is hoping to amplify what is
already in place and change
how students view ASB.
“I’m excited about changing
campus culture around ASB,

getting people involved in
elections, having our senators
really reach their constituency,
and just really increasing ASB’s
presence on campus,” she said.

at home, guests can expect
to pay $4,500 a night for a
two bedroom condo within
walking distance to campus
and the Square. If they stay
three nights, that’s $10,422
total before fees or taxes.
Deciding how much to
charge guests each weekend
is a consistent problem for
rental owners. Rachel West
is the publisher of Invitation
Oxford
Magazine,
and
works with the Isom Place
in Oxford. She says pricing
is a hard issue to navigate.
“One
of
the
main
challenges is not overcharging
or price gouging people for
more
sought-after
games
like Alabama or LSU,” West
said. “But when most of our
booking happens a year or
two in advance, it’s really
hard to know what the
market will even look like.”
The good news is that
there is no shortage of people
looking to enter the short term
rental market as an owner

or investor. Freeman says
that weekend rentals have
gotten so popular, the market
is becoming oversaturated.
For the future of Oxford, this
means more money and a
better ability to house tourists,
but also a major problem
that could make or break
the industry: over-tourism.
The concept of overtourism is when a location is
so crowded with tourists that
it becomes miserable. While
visiting tourists are important
to the Oxford economy, keeping
from accommodating more
people than the city can handle
is ultimately the fine line
Oxford must continue to walk.
“It’s the last thing we want
for tourists and citizens,” said
Kinney Ferris of Visit Oxford.
“If we can facilitate more
people more adequately, let’s
do it. The more the merrier,
but we need to be able to do
it well. It’s a good problem to
have, but we have to do it well.”

JOIN THE
NEWSWATCH
FAMILY
We are hiring news correspondents, news
anchors, sports reporters, sports anchors, and
weather anchors. NewsWatch Ole Miss provides
an amazing opportunity to gain experience
in a real-world newsroom while getting your
degree. Plus, it looks great on your resume!
APPLY ONLINE: www.newswatcholemiss.com
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John Green speaks at 2022 Ole Miss Convocation
WILL JONES

thedmnews@gmail.com

Per annual tradition, the
incoming freshman class gathered in the Pavilion on Tuesday
night for the UM Fall Convocation, where they heard words
of wisdom and encouragement
from faculty, leadership and this
year’s keynote speaker: critically
acclaimed author John Green.
“This convocation marks
the beginning of a new journey. One that will be more
rewarding, challenging, and
exciting,” said Provost and Executive Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs Noel E. Wilkin
as he provided an academic
address to the class of 2026.
While the class of 2026
remains unique as the largest incoming class in the University of Mississippi’s 174year history, the lessons they
took away remain timeless.
“You’re going to create incredible memories that will
form friendships that will last
a lifetime,” said Chancellor
Glenn Boyce in his charge to
the class before introducing
the evening’s keynote speaker.
Green, most known for novels such as “The Fault in Our
Stars” and “Paper Towns,” took
the stage in honor of his latest
work and this year’s university
Common Read selection: “The
Anthropocene Reviewed: Essays
on a Human-Centered Planet.”
At the onset of each academic year, first-year students
are given a copy of a book to
read that will subsequently be
discussed in some first-year
courses and extracurricular activities. This is called the “Common Reading Experience,” a
university initiative that aims to
create an academic community through communal reading.
“The Anthropocene Reviewed” is a series of essays and
observations on the human experience and another critically acclaimed work from one of America’s most indelible literary minds.
Green came armed with his
typical sardonic and charming humor, while providing
unique anecdotes about his
relationship with Ole Miss.
Green was welcomed to
the Oxford Conference for
the Book in 2005 for his de-

The class of 2026 gathers in the Pavilion for freshman convocation on Aug 23.

but novel, “Looking for Alaska,” beginning a wondrous
career full of insight, even beyond the world of literature.
Green implored students
from all walks of life and all
academic majors to consider how extraordinary the
world around us can truly be.
“Everything is interesting
if you pay attention. Whatever we pour our soul into
is interesting,” Green said.
This central question is
what drives “The Anthropocene Reviewed,” as Green examines many everyday objects,
people, places and events that
seemingly have no connection,
ranging from “Diet Dr. Pepper”
to “Staphylococcus aureus.”
Green argues these seemingly
innocuous things are the very
basis of what makes us interesting, as well as what makes
us
fundamentally
human.
“What
is
love
exWILL JONES / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
cept
a
mutual
generosity of attention?” said Green. Celebrated author John Green speaks to freshman class during Ole Miss Convocation on Aug. 23.
In the same manner Green
has shifted his attention to everyday items through “The
Anthropocene Reviewed,” he for,” Green said, exiting the Affairs Charlotte Fant Pegues ments of James Meredith.
encourages students to do the podium with a rapturous re- reminded the audience of how
Associated Student Body
same, with the true work oc- sponse from the audience. far we have come, tying the valu- President Lila Osman concurring between one another.
The ceremony concluded able lessons learned into the cluded the ceremony with The
“The work of your life will with a central focus on Ole Miss 60th Anniversary of Integration, University Creed, kicking off
be to care and to be cared as Vice Chancellor for Student celebrating the life and achieve- the start of a great school year.
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The music venues
that make Oxford
KHARLEY REDMON

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

A mile-long line for The Lyric.
A packed show at Proud Larry’s.
The sweet sound of the Yalobushwhackers during a Thacker Mountain Radio broadcast.
New Oxford residents can easily be overwhelmed with options
when deciding what to do on a
Saturday night or free weekday in
the “Cultural Mecca of the South.”
Although Oxford’s music
scene is expansive, The Lyric, Proud Larry’s and Thacker
Mountain Radio hour are regarded as long-time staples that both
visitors and residents of Oxford
have to experience at least once.
THE LYRIC
For
those
looking
for
a
large
concert
experience, The Lyric is the place.
Although The Lyric was
originally a livery stable owned
by William Faulkner’s family
and, over the years, has functioned as a movie theater and
office space, it is now known as
one of the chief music and private event venues in Oxford.
“We just try to bring live music
to people,” Lindsay Dillon-Maginnis, a managing partner at The
Lyric, said when asked about the
mission of The Lyric. “I know
this sounds cheesy, but we like to

expose people to music they may
not have seen or be aware of.”
Over the years, The Lyric has hosted a variety of acts
such as Beach House, Tyler
Childers, Mac Miller and more.
Dillon-Maginnis said that
one of her favorite acts The Lyric hosted was Janelle Monae,
whose show displayed the
fun things that concert-goers
may encounter at The Lyric.
“Janelle Monae opened up
for Montreal,” Dillon-Maginnis said. “Their writers said they
needed something like 70 rolls of
toilet paper, and I do not know
why it didn’t click then, but they
just papered the whole venue.”
As for what people can expect from this year’s lineup,
Dillon-Maginnis
said
there
is something for everyone.
The Lyric’s fall season kicked
off with Muscadine Bloodline
and The Band CAMINO and will
continue in September with acts
including Mike and the Moonpies and Scotty McCreery. Dillon-Maginnis also said that patrons can look forward to the
return of events like Code Pink
and events held by the Latin
American Student Organization.
“Our fall lineup is pretty well
laid out. There’s a couple shows
here and there that are still falling into the mix, but it’s a drastic
change from 2021 or 2020 with
COVID,” Dillon-Maginnis said.
“It’s a mix of country and rock

and indie, and there’s a little bit
of everything involved, which
is wonderful because there are
so many bands touring right
now. Everybody’s tired of being
cooped up and is ready to go.”
PROUD LARRY’S
With a smaller venue,
Proud Larry’s is the place for
those looking for a more intimate concert environment.
“Proud Larry’s has been a
staple since the early ‘90s,” said
Austin Smith, marketing coordinator at Proud Larry’s. “We
see a lot of people from out of
town who just feel this nostalgia for what it was when they
were in school and especially for
the community. You can go see
good music and trust that what
you’re seeing is going to be good.”
Like The Lyric, Proud Larry’s
is excited to return to being that
music staple after the pandemic.
“In this industry, that was a
huge factor just from the cautionary side of the attendees and
the artists themselves,” Smith
said. “If somebody’s bassist
comes down with COVID, there’s
not someone to easily replace
them. So it’s taken seriously.”
Smith said that one of Proud
Larry’s sweet spots is recruiting artists to come play before
they take off, making many concerts at the venue memorable.
“We try to get these artists

that are on their way to making
it big,” Smith said. “There was
one Sturgill Simpson show, and
he had just released this album
that caught traction and put him
on another level. The energy was
crazy in there, and it was palpable that that show could have
been a lot bigger than it was.”
With acts like Magic City Hippies, Annie Di Russo and Joshua
Ray Walker this fall, Proud Larry’s
is keeping that tradition going.
THACKER MOUNTAIN
RADIO HOUR
Thacker Mountain Radio Hour
gives attendees a unique, live music experience that, for the most
part, can only be found in Oxford.
“Thacker Mountain is a live
weekly radio show that takes place
mostly in Oxford,” said Katelyn
O’Brien, executive director of
Thacker Mountain. “It features our
house band, the Yalobushwhackers, our host Jim Dees, two musical guests and a featured author.”
The show is broadcast live
on Rebel Radio and broadcast
at a later date on Mississippi
Public Broadcasting, Alabama
Public Radio, Memphis WYXR
and WUTC in Chattanooga.
People can also attend Thacker
Mountain live for free. Originally,
live broadcasts of Thacker Mountain started at Off Square Books,
but due to a growth in popularity
and COVID guidelines, the show

has moved around within the past
few years. This year, most of the
shows will be hosted at the Powerhouse located just off the Square.
According to O’Brien, the artists that Thacker Mountain recruits for its broadcasts are artists
that support the mission while also
keeping it fresh and interesting.
“The show’s mission is to celebrate and document the diverse
sounds and stories of an evolving
American South,” O’Brien said.
“We also take the variety part of
our show pretty seriously. There’s
no genre in music or literature that
we won’t have. It highlights the
wide swath of talents and disciplines that are happening in Mississippi and the American South.”
This year is a particularly special year for Thacker Mountain,
as it is the 25th year. According
to O’Brien, Thacker Mountain is
in the process of organizing special guests for this upcoming season, which will start on Sept. 1.
“So many folks love to dog on
Mississippi and the South in general, but the music, writing and
artistic expression that’s coming
out of this place is just incredible,”
O’Brien said. “Folks do themselves a great disservice to just
kind of dismiss it. It hurts artistic
people who are working to find
connection and commonality and
ways that we can love our neighbors, which I think is what makes
Oxford such a special place.”

37111
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Oxford Community Market celebrates
sustainability, inclusivity and summertime
CAROLINE MCCUTCHEN
thedmfeatures@gmail.com

Located in the heart of Oxford
at the Old Armory Pavilion, Oxford Community Market hosts a
variety of vendors eager to share
their livelihoods with the community. From Southern Sweets
to Farmstead Florals, each contributor brings a unique essence
to the market, creating a blend of
culture and cuisine. On any given
Tuesday from 3 to 6:30 p.m., the
venue is brimming with an aroma
of coffee beans, bright hues of yellow squash and violet flowers and
the sound of live music and chatter.
“It’s an incredible, diverse
mix of people from all walks of
life. From the vendors to the customers, and the volunteers who
are community partners, it’s just
like a vortex of goodwill,” said
Betsy Chapman, the director
of Oxford Community Market.
Chapman became involved
with Oxford Community Market more than seven years ago.
Prior to her current position, she
worked at Yokna Bottoms Farm.
“Working on a farm and selling at markets gave me a lot of
insight into what causes vendors
to be successful,” Chapman said.
The market is a product of consistent dedication and collaboration
of the community, Chapman said.
“I think farmers’ markets are
innately just DIY projects. Not one
person does everything all at once,”
Chapman said. “It takes all of these
people coming together, bringing
their time, energy and willingness
to serve to make this possible.”
Even throughout the COVID-19
pandemic, the market continued to
create a sense of community and inclusivity, implementing social distancing and innovating new ways
to serve its people. While in-person
gatherings ceased, a sense of community persisted through neighborhood garden projects, online
markets and outreach programs.
“We’ve got 25 or 30 vendors coming here, and it took a
lot of work to get here. They’re
very talented, skilled and creative people,” Chapman said.
Justevia & Gambia’s Kitchen
seeks to raise awareness about
the scarcity of Black women in
the farming and culinary industry. While selling their products at
Oxford Community Market, Justevia “aims to help people make
healthier beverage substitutions
by using stevia as sweetener,”
and Gambia’s Kitchen strives to
“bridge the gap between West African and Southern U.S. cuisine,”

Oxford Community Market, set up weekly in the Old Armory Pavilion, hosts a variety of vendors.

according to one of their flyers.
With certified natural and
Fair Trade products, Athena Coffee Roasters connects with farmers and their farming practices
to understand if they meet strict
organic certification guidelines.
Serving 10 types of fresh fried
pies, Southern Sweets & More
showcases a variety of desserts,
all prepared and sold by a pair of
women passionate about engaging
with customers and greeting them
with a genuine sense of hospitality.
David Harris, owner of Harris
Family Farm, showcases a variety
of fresh produce, from basil to pink
bananas grown in Water Valley.
“Our plants are certified naturally grown, and we make most
of our potting soil,” Harris said.
Chapman emphasized the organization’s mission to promote
diversity, equity and inclusion.
“This is kind of like a stage
where anybody can participate
and share,” Chapman said. “We
work with students studying community nutrition, dietetics, marketing and social entrepreneurship who all do projects or service
learning at the market, and we
work with the (University of Mississippi) Associated Student Body
and the Office of Sustainability to
do pop-up markets on campus.”
Chapman also said that her

team aspires to shed light on
food and nutrition insecurity in
the Oxford area. Along with the
weekly market, the organization
places pop-up produce distributions in local neighborhoods
in need of healthy produce and
provides areas with food insecurity useful information about the
market and assistance programs.
“Oxford Community Market is
not just putting up posters on the
Square. We’re going to go out and
put up posters at corner stores,
laundromats, community centers to make sure we are reaching
out to everyone,” Chapman said.
By partnering with United Way,
Baptist Memorial Hospital-North
Mississippi and Move on Up Mississippi, customers using Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
benefits are provided with a dollar-for-dollar match, for up to $20.
To be a part of Oxford Community Market is “a wonderful thing
to witness because many people
gather here every week, with customers, vendors all in one spot, all
of us doing different activities. It’s
wild. It’s chaotic. It’s kind of a very
beautiful thing,” Chapman said.
As fall semester classes begin,
Oxford Community Market welcomes students and members of
the community to volunteer with
their organization by visiting their
website or Instagram to learn more.

PROUD PARTNER
with OLE MISS DINING
Carryout Only
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Oxford included in Wildsam Field Guide
KAYLYNN STEEN

thedmnews@gmail.com

Oxford has joined the ranks
of cities such as Atlanta, Austin, Nashville, Chicago and Los
Angeles as worthy of a Wildsam
Field Guide, a small paperback
insider-y guidebook that takes
readers through all of the best
that Oxford has to offer, whether
it be food, shops or even people.
While several restaurants
were highlighted in the guide,
City Grocery received its own
special feature as the “go-to
gathering spot for writers, musicians and their similarly minded ilk since its opening in 1992.”
“We have been around as long
if not longer than any other restaurant in Oxford,” City Grocery’s
general manager Jennifer Nelson
said. “It speaks to what we have
been able to do with longevity.”
Oxford wasn’t always recognized on a national level, but in
recent years, it’s become a darling, being featured in ESPN
Game Day and the New Yorker,
which featured Square Books.
As the city and the University of
Mississippi continue to change
and gain popularity, businesses

such as City Grocery have been
challenged to adjust as well.
“We have grown with Oxford and become that established
place to come to in Oxford. There
are no gimmicks, just great food
and great service,” Nelson said.
This guide not only focuses on
some of the most popular places in
Oxford, but also spotlights some
of its overlooked aspects. Erin
Austen Abbott, a contributing
writer for the guide, said the director of the local farmer’s market
thanked her for featuring them.
“She was like, ‘I am so touched
that you acknowledged us because we don’t get that kind of
recognition often,’” Abbott said.
Abbott helped Wildsam decide which places and people
to feature and get the local perspective of Oxford. She lived in
Oxford as a child and has been
living in Oxford for the past 18
years after moving back in 2005.
“I was hired by Wildsam to be kind of the eyes
in the field,” Abbott said.
According to Abbott, the author Hannah Hayes and the Wildsam founder Taylor Bruce both
share a love for Oxford, and Oxford was their immediate choice to
launch their new Tiny Town Series.

“They could probably do
a second book with all the information I provided because
this tiny little place has so
much to offer,” Abbott said.
While this guide is a celebration
of Oxford and the good that lives
here, it also has aspects that give
a more honest and deeper look at
this town. Southern Studies professor W. Ralph Eubanks wrote an
essay titled “A Place Like Home,”
which deals with the complexities of returning back to Oxford.
“I am someone who has got
my feet in both places,” Eubanks
said. By being here I get to have
some connection with the person
I once was. I go back to DC and I
am the person I have become.”
Eubanks’ perspective from
being a student at the University of Mississippi in the ‘70s to
being a visiting professor at the
university has given him a full
view of how Oxford has changed.
“When I came here in 1974, if
you had told me there was going
to be a guide to Oxford, Miss., I
would have said ‘You got to be
kidding.’ It shows the amount
of cultural growth that has taken place in Oxford,” he said.
His essay mentions some
of the racial tension that oc-
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Square Books moved to its current location in 1986. Since then, it has
been highlighted as a key part of Oxford’s culture.
curred near the time he arrived as a student at the university, yet he feels as though
he was destined to come back.
“Oxford’s a very complicated
place to be as a person of color. It
always has been, and it probably
always will be,” he said. “There
was nowhere that I felt that I
shouldn’t be. I didn’t want anyone

to tell me where I didn’t belong.”
Although Oxford is known
by many, some people may be
introduced to Oxford for the
first time through this book.
“Now people see Oxford. I
think that’s what this book is
about,” Eubanks said. “It’s coming into our own as a place, and
not just as the setting of Faulkner.”

Fraternity recruitment races toward bid day
AARON JOLLY

thedmnews@gmail.com

The University of Mississippi’s Interfraternity Council formal
recruitment process, overseen
by the Office of Fraternity and
Sorority Life, began on Friday,
Aug. 26, with more than 1,000
potential new members participating in this fall’s recruitment.
During the week, potential
new members have the chance
to meet with each of the 16 IFC
chapters in a formal setting. After these meetings, also known
as recruitment rounds, potential
new members and chapters participate in a mutual selection process to narrow down their options.
Assistant Director of Fraternity and Sorority Life Spencer Laiben gave a speech at the
IFC Formal Recruitment Convocation on Aug. 26 informing
potential new members of the
importance of their decision to
participate in formal recruitment.

“It may seem as if you simply
signed up to participate in a student organization,” Laiben said.
“You are called to much more.”
Laiben also imparted to potential new members the importance of joining one of the
sixteen chapters that compliment their personal values.
“Search for an exemplification of your ideals, reflected in
the rhetoric of those you hope
to align yourself with,” he said.
The IFC website encourages potential new members
to “keep an open mind, ask
questions and be yourself.”
To conclude formal recruitment, potential new members
will be presented with bids, which
are invitations to join a fraternity. Each potential new member
can receive up to three separate
bids from the different IFC chapters, but they can only accept
one. Potential new members can
also choose to not accept a bid.
According to the IFC’s Instagram page, more than 1,100

students participated in formal
recruitment during the 2021 fall semester. Of those who went through
the process, 938 accepted bids,
which is an 85% placement rate.
Still, a high placement rate is
not the focus of formal recruitment.
“We’re hoping that we can
get all of the members into the
right chapters with the values
that best align with their own
personal values,” Laiben said.
Membership invitations, or
bids, will be delivered to each potential new member participating
in recruitment on Friday, Sept. 2.
Laiben informed those in
attendance about the impact
that the decision to participate
in formal recruitment has, not
only in the present, but also
for future fraternity members.
“Each of you must take on
the obligation of ensuring future
generations have a fraternal experience that resembles the image
our founders envisioned,” he said.
While potential new members prepared to meet each chap-

ter, current fraternity members
worked to prepare for recruitment.
Fraternity members exclusively comprise the Interfraternity
Council, Judicial Board and team
of Rho Alphas, members that
function as guides for rushing students. These men oversee different
facets of formal recruitment, but
all work in conjunction with each

other and all chapters on campus
to create a successful rush process.
With the first few rounds of
recruitment already completed,
the different fraternity chapters
have met expectations thus far.
“We’re really proud of our
chapters,” Laiben said. “They have
all been at the top of their game.”

LIBBY FLANAGAN / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Potential new members line up during the fourth day of fraternity
recruitment on Aug 31.
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The Mississippi Repertory Theatre brings
something new to the arts scene
CLAIRE REYNOLDS

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

With a population of
roughly
16,000,
Corinth,
Miss., might seem like a peculiar place to start a professional theatre organization.
This train of thought is
exactly what Patrick Hudson, managing director of
the Corinth Area Arts Council and producing artistic
director for the Mississippi Repertory Theatre, has
actively tried to challenge.
The Mississippi Repertory Theatre, based out of
the Coliseum Civic Center
in Corinth, is a professional
theater on a journey to share
classic and modern plays
in towns across the state.
Hudson started the Mississippi Repertory Theatre
after witnessing the impact that regional theater
can have in a small town.
“I spent a year at a regional
theater in Virginia, in a town
that’s the size of Water Valley. You’d miss it if you didn’t
look up,” Hudson said. “This
theater employs 156 people
full-time year-round, and they
have another 200 part-time
employees. It made me realize it is possible to grow professional arts organizations
without being in New York
City, Atlanta or Memphis.”
The Mississippi Repertory Theatre’s most recent production was a regional tour
of the classic “Barefoot in the
Park” by playwright Neil Simon. Premiering on Broadway in 1963, the romantic
comedy ultimately found its
way to cities in Mississippi including Corinth, New
Albany, Ripley and Oxford.
Unfortunately, the latter
two productions were canceled due to low turnout.
According to Hudson,
theater dies when people don’t have access to it.

“When all you see is a (bad)
community theater production
of ‘Hamlet’ you don’t want to
go see any more Shakespeare.
It doesn’t inspire you anymore
and then you just block that
part of culture,” Hudson said.
“That’s how Mississippians get
locked into that closed-minded, unwilling-to-think outside-of-the-box
mentality.
It’s because they’re not given the opportunities to be
exposed to that culture.”
One of the overarching
goals in creating the Mississippi Repertory Theatre
was to highlight the performance arts professionals in Mississippi that otherwise don’t receive many
resources and opportunities.
Although Mississippi has
a thriving arts culture when it
comes to music like the blues,
Hudson explained that the musical accomplishments of the
state often overshadow other
kinds of performance art, leaving much untapped potential.
“I love the whole music
culture of Mississippi but
the performing arts don’t
get enough praise,” Hudson
said. “Leontyne Price, the famous opera singer, is one of
the first famous and one of
the first famous Black opera
singers in the world. She is
from Mississippi, and a small
town in Mississippi at that.”
The long-term goal is to
have the Corinth-based program gain national recognition as a member of the Legion
of Resident Theatres, a professional regional theater association that provides actors with
benefits, such as a living wage
and access to other professional plays and playwrights.
“There are 33 regional theaters in the country right now
that are recognized as true
regional theaters and to join
that league is hard,” Hudson said. “It’s so hard to get
there because they can’t afford to pay salaries. So we’re

PHOTO COURTESY: GREG BULLARD

Albert Gant, Ebony Campbell, Jan Soltz and Petey Pace during a performance of Barefoot in the Park on
July 17.

experimenting not only with
starting a theater in Mississippi and starting in a small
town, but we’re also experimenting with how we can
get a theater off the ground
in a nontraditional sense.”
Additionally, upon joining the Legion of Resident
Theatres, actors from other
regions who are members of
the Actors Equity Association
would be able to work for the
Mississippi Repertory Theatre, bring their own artistic
experiences and cultures to
Mississippi and expand upon

the state’s collective artistic
scene. Furthermore, with the
Mississippi Repertory Theatre’s focus on Mississippi
playwrights, joining LORT
would give professional Actors Equity Association actors
exposure to all of the creative
genius Mississippi has to offer.
While the tour of “Barefoot
in the Park” has come to an
end, the Mississippi Repertory Theatre is getting ready
to get on the stage again with
the play “Kentucky Spring.”
Being the second company
to ever perform this piece,

they’re working to expand
upon and inspire the creative
expeditions of other small
Mississippi
communities.
The Mississippi Repertory Theatre also has plans
to welcome some new, local playwrights into the fold.
“We’re
working
with
some playwrights right now
that are Mississippi playwrights,”
Hudson
said.
“That’s how their shows
get on a national level and
that’s how they get published
and become recognizable.”

NOTICE OF ENACTMENT OF UNIVERSITY
PARKING RULES & REGULATIONS
The University of Mississippi Department of Parking &
Transportation (DPT) in Oxford, Mississippi hereby gives
notice of enactment of the University’s Traffic and Parking
Regulations for the 2022-2023 academic year. These
rules and regulations are enacted by the Board of Trustees
of the State Institutions of Higher Learning, State of
Mississippi, and are effective from and after July 1, 2022.
The full text of such rules and regulations are available at
www.olemiss.edu/parking the website of DPT.
37133

PAGE 8 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 1 SEPTEMBER 2022

Country hitmaker Scotty McCreery to make his
Oxford debut at The Lyric
CLAY HALE

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

Following a trail of musical
success
and
family announcements, country
crooner Scotty McCreery is preparing to entertain Oxford fans
at The Lyric on Friday, Sep. 9.
McCreery, a North Carolina native, rose to fame when
he took home the trophy on
the 10th season of the popular
singing competition “American Idol” in 2011. Eleven years
later, McCreery has scored five
back-to-back No. 1’s on country
radio, earned a dozen certifications by the Recording Industry Association of America and
has snagged various accolades,
including an Academy of Country Music award for Best New
Artist and a Country Music

Television award for Breakthrough Video of the Year.
Earlier this year, McCreery
toured the United States on his
“Same Truck Tour” in promotion of his album “Same Truck,”
which was released in fall 2021
and spawned two No. 1 singles.
McCreery’s latest radio single, “Damn Strait,” puts a spin
on a classic heartbreak song
by paying tribute to the king of
country music himself, George
Strait. The song has become
a monster hit, staying at No. 1
for three weeks on the Billboard
Country Airplay Chart, in addition to reaching gold certification status earlier this month.
“I knew it was special,” McCreery said in an interview with
The Daily Mississippian. “It’s
kind of rare to get consensus on
a song because everyone’s got a
different opinion, but everybody

on the team was really hyped.”
McCreery is hoping to keep
his streak of No. 1’s going with
the help of his new single, “It
Matters to Her,” a song that reminds its audience that the small
things in relationships are just
as important as grand gestures.
“It’s the little things that make
a big difference,” McCreery said.
McCreery’s family has been
a huge influence on his career,
with him citing his wife, Gabi
McCreery, as the core inspiration for two of his recent hits
— “This is It” and “You Time”
– in addition to the countless
other tunes he has crafted for
her locked away in the vault.
“I write a lot of songs about
her — some make the record,
some don’t,” McCreery said.
That family influence is already growing thanks to the
recent announcement of their

first baby, due in November.
“It’s something we’ve always
wanted,” McCreery said. “I’m
nervous as all get out, but I can’t
wait for the little man to get
here so we can teach him all the
things and watch him grow up.”
McCreery’s concert will also
mark the second time in less
than a year that a season 10
“American Idol” contestant has
made an appearance in Oxford.
Lauren Alaina, fellow country star and runner-up to McCreery, entertained a crowd
of Ole Miss fans outside of
Vaught-Hemingway Stadium
at the Ole Miss vs. Texas A&M
game in fall 2021. McCreery
shared that the two keep in
touch and support each other
when they have the opportunity.
“She’ll always be like a sister,” McCreery said. “It’s fun to
see her succeed like she has.”

The duo also reunited for
“The Great Idol Reunion” in
May to celebrate 20 years of
American Idol, where they performed a duet of Keith Whitley’s
“When You Say Nothing at All.”
“It was very full circle,”
said McCreery upon returning to the show. “It was the
same studio, same dressing
room, it smelled the same — it
kind of took me a step back.”
McCreery’s show at The
Lyric will mark his first time
in Oxford, but he is quite optimistic about his time in town.
“I can’t wait,” McCreery
said. “I hope people come out to
the show and have fun with us —
let’s have a big ole party night.”
Scotty McCreery will perform at The Lyric on Friday,
Sept. 9. Tickets can be purchased on The Lyric’s website.

The Band CAMINO hits Oxford with a bang
KHARLEY REDMON

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

The line for The Lyric was
wrapped around the block on
Friday night with fans flocking
to see The Band CAMINO.
Although the last people
in line may have gotten there
closer to the band’s 9 p.m. show
time, some people were camped
out at the front of the building
seven hours before the doors
opened, attesting to just how
excited Oxford and people from
the surrounding areas were to
see this highly anticipated act.
For Sara Reiners, who was
among the first people in line,
this show was far from her first
The Band CAMINO experience.
Reiners is from Memphis, The
Band CAMINO’s hometown,
and has been a fan since 2017.
“I think this is my 20th show,”
Reiners said. “They’re just great,
genuine people and it doesn’t
seem like a waste of money or
time to support them like this.
They’re very personal with their
fanbase and they recognize
you when you come out.”
Reiners also said to expect
a high energy show with lots of
jumping, screaming and dancing.
Although the show hadn’t started at
the time of Reiners’ interview, that
high energy was already palpable.
“I’ve never seen the line
wrapped around the building,” Ben
Fugler, an employee at The Lyric,
said. “Everyone wants to be in that
front row and only so many can.”
By the time The Band
CAMINO’s set started, The
Lyric was packed, but before the
headliner’s performance, fans
were treated to an opening set by
Nashville-based artist Hastings.
Starting with the song
“Chapstick,” which has more
than 800,000 streams on Spotify,
Hastings immediately got the
crowd’s attention, but during his
second song, “Heart’s Not In It,”
the expected jumping, dancing

and
screaming
atmosphere
of the show really kicked in.
My personal favorite song
from Hasting’s performance was
“Hurt My Feelings,” his most
recent single. I could see this
song going into many essential
summer playlists. I also enjoyed
the unreleased music that
Hastings performed at The Lyric
and will definitely be tuning in
when those songs are released.
Although I enjoyed Hasting’s
music, one thing that I consider to
be equally important is the artist’s
crowd interaction. Hastings was
very down to earth, offering lots
of appreciation to the crowd and
at one point switching shirts with
a crowd member, which made
his performance all that much
more enjoyable. I’d like to see
Hastings back in Oxford solo at
a venue like Proud Larry’s where
he can interact with the crowd
on an even more personal level.
I also applaud The Band
CAMINO for choosing Hastings as
an opening act because it made for
a cohesive show. Although I enjoy
a wide variety of music, sometimes
a difference in genre, vibe or style
between openers and headliners
can make for a disjointed show, but
that wasn’t the case here. Hastings
offered for a smooth transition
into The Band CAMINO’s set.
The
Band
CAMINO’s
performance started with lots of
energy, and that was before they
even came on stage (as a Denzel
Curry fan, I just wanted to give a
quick nod of respect to their use of
his music for their “walk on” song).
The band’s set started with
“Know it All.” This was a great
choice because the song gave the
band a chance to ease the crowd
in, but also the chorus of the song
gave them a chance to have what I
like to call “rockstar moments” that
got the crowd singing and moving.
As I mentioned earlier, there’s
a lot more than music that goes
into a really good show, such as
crowd interaction and production.
One note to The Band

CAMINO: Don’t fire whoever
did
your
lighting
design.
The lighting and overall
production
was
extremely
well done from the first song
and instantly got me and the
rest of the crowd engaged. I
was glad this concert was at
The Lyric because it added so
much to the show that would’ve
been lost at a smaller venue.
Although each song brought
energy, the next highlight for
me was “2/14.” The piano at
the beginning of this song is
such a great element. Any time
that Jeffery Jordan, singer and
guitarist, was at the piano was
great. I don’t think I’ve ever seen
anyone play the piano harder than
him during their song “Roses.”
Most of The Band CAMINO’s
songs were upbeat and more poprock leaning, but I enjoyed the
softer moments, like during “Who
Do You Think You Are?” Although
the song was a bit slower, the crowd
still knew all the lyrics, which
is both an indicator of a strong
fanbase and a good performance.
The last songs I want to
mention are “Hush Hush,”
“Haunted” and “Daphne Blue.”
Before the show, I checked out
some anticipated setlists and did
not expect to hear “Hush Hush,”
but I’m glad that it was in there.
This was filled with more “rockstar
moments” with Spencer Stewart,
singer and guitarist, having
an amazing guitar presence.
Similarly, “Haunted” had powerful
vocals and a powerful performance
from all the members behind it.
The band ended with the
already classic “Daphne Blue,”
which was clearly the crowd
favorite and also a favorite of mine.
As far as stage presence goes,
The Band CAMINO is clearly good
at what they do. Not only did they
show lots of appreciation for their
fans, but they also personally knew
the crowd that they were playing to.
Some
of
my
favorite
moments were between songs
when the band reminisced
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The Band CAMINO at The Lyric in Oxford on the night of Aug. 26.
about coming to Oxford during
their teenage years and past
shows played at Proud Larry’s.
“The first time we played in
Oxford at Proud Larry’s, there
were like six or seven people

who knew who we were and now
there’s 1,200 of you,” Jordan said.
The next time that The Band
CAMINO comes to Oxford, I
expect there will be just as many
eager and ready fans, if not more.

Need Help Getting
Social Security
Disability Benefits?

We Can Help!

37149

FIGHTING FOR YOUR

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS
FOR OVER 25 YEARS!

You Could Be Eligible To Receive:

$
Steady monthly income
depending on your
paid in amount

• We simplify the process & strive
for quick claim approval
• Starting the process is easy and
takes only minutes to complete

A lump sum payment
of benefits owed
from back-pay

Annual cost of
living increases

855-589-1054

Helping thousands get the benefits they deserve

Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration. Member of the
TX & NM Bar Associations. Mail: 1420 NW St Washington D.C. Office: Broward County Florida. Services may be provided by
associated attorneys licensed in other states.
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PICK ’EM: WEEK 1
DM SPORTS DESK

thedmsports@gmail.com

No. 11 Oregon at No. 3
Georgia: Aidan Gallardo
Final Score Prediction:
Georgia 28, Oregon 17
The national champion
Georgia Bulldogs kick off the
new season with an interesting cross-conference matchup
against Oregon at the Mercedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta. Georgia lost a handful of
their stars to the NFL Draft,
and it’ll be interesting to see
how the Bulldogs can build on
last year’s historic season. Can
Georgia quarterback Stetson
Bennett continue the success
he found last season? Will
Georgia’s defense still be dominant in spite of key departures?
Georgia is as tough of a challenge as you can ask for, and
it’ll be a big test for Oregon’s
first-year head coach, Dan Lanning. Lanning, who coached
outside linebackers at Georgia
from 2019-2021, got the top job
at Oregon after Mario Cristobal
left to coach at the University
of Miami. Lanning is getting
tossed straight into the fire for
his first game, but don’t let this
game define him as a coach.
I expect the game to be close
for the first three quarters, but
I believe that Georgia will ultimately run away with it. It’ll
be a low-scoring defensive battle, but make no mistake, this
game is definitely a must-watch
for any college football fan.
No. 5 Notre Dame vs. No. 2
Ohio State: Ian Sparks
Final Score Prediction:
Ohio State 42, Notre Dame
21
The Buckeyes begin their
season with an early home
test against college football
blue-blood Notre Dame. Coming off a season where they
went 11-2 with a Rose Bowl
win, Ohio State is poised to
have another successful season. 2021 Heisman candidate
C.J. Stroud leads the way for
the Buckeye offense, looking
to replicate the season he had
last year. Stroud threw for over
4,400 yards and 44 touchdowns while also leading the
nation in quarterback rating.
Joining him in the backfield is
sophomore running back TreVeyon Henderson, who rushed
for more than 1,200 yards last
season. Even after losing receivers Garrett Wilson and
Chris Olave to the NFL, Stroud
won’t be short of weapons as
the Buckeyes begin the season.
Beginning
the
season
ranked No. 5 overall, the Fighting Irish have much to prove
this Saturday. It will take a
near-perfect effort to knock
off the No. 2 ranked Buckeyes.
Sophomore Tyler Buchner won
the quarterback battle and will
trot out as the starter this weekend, looking to prove himself to
head coach Marcus Freeman.
Freeman, a Buckeye alum and
former player, is eager to prove
the doubters wrong this week-
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end with an upset in Columbus.
I think Ohio State will win
quite comfortably and cover the -17.5 point spread with
ease. This isn’t saying that Notre Dame will play poorly or
won’t be good enough to win,
but I can’t see the Irish shutting down Stroud and Henderson. Additionally, a sophomore
quarterback making his first
start at a place like the Horseshoe isn’t necessarily easy, so
expect some struggles there.
No. 23 Cincinnati vs. No.
19 Arkansas: Owen Pustell
Final Score Prediction:
Arkansas 30, Cincinnati 17
Cincinnati is simply worse
than they were a year ago.
The Bearcats needed to replace almost all of their squad
from last season after having
a school record of nine players taken in the NFL draft.
On offense, quarterback
Desmond Ridder left and has
been replaced by Ben Bryant,
who is on his second stint with
the team after a solid season
starting for Eastern Michigan
University. However, the Bearcats do not have the talent on
offense to surround him with a
dangerous group of weapons,
which means that timing will
be crucial for Cincinnati on
Saturday. Look for them to attack the B and C gap in the run
game while utilizing the tight
ends in short yardage situations to out-leverage defenders.
They lack a true No. 1 receiver,
so I would not expect them to
gameplan around their boundary threats, but for the unit as a
whole to be involved in the quick
game and deep on play action.
The story is a little different
for the Razorbacks. Although
star receiver Treylon Burks departed for the draft, the offense
remains mostly intact. Quarterback KJ Jefferson returns
after throwing just four interceptions compared to 3300 total yards and 27 touchdowns.
I anticipate he will be one of
the best at his position across

all of college football this season, and I expect him to have
a field day against an unproven
defense. He is surrounded by a
number of high-upside players
in wide receivers Jadon Haselwood and Matt Landers and
running back Rocket Sanders.
Look for Jefferson to utilize the
size of Haselwood and Landers
(6-foot-3 and 6-foot-5 respectively) on deep balls where they
can isolate against a smaller
defensive back and body their
way into position. Also, Sanders will test the athleticism of
the Bearcats’ front seven with
his explosive rushing ability. As his nickname teases,
“Rocket” plays like he was just
launched from a NASA station
with speed, explosiveness, and
the ability to score from anywhere. This trio of playmakers
boasts complementary skill
sets that make them nearly
impossible to gameplan for.
Defensively, the Pigs return their two best players in
Bumper Pool and Jalen Catalon
as well as transfer linebacker
Drew Sanders, who looks to
make an immediate impact. Retaining the knowledge and talent that Pool and Catalon bring
to the field is crucial for the
Hogs. Their experience in not
only running the defense, but
also diagnosing the offensive
game plan may be what turns
the tide of this game. If the Razorbacks can stop the run, it
will put Cincinnati behind the
chains, which they absolutely
cannot afford to do in an offense that should be based on
timing and precision. Expect to
see Pool and Sanders blitz often
from the second level in order to
keep Bryant from settling into a
groove, as well as put pressure
on the line in the run game.
LSU vs. Florida State:
Reed Collins
Final Score Prediction:
LSU 38, Florida State 27
The Brian Kelly era in Baton Rouge will begin with a
primetime Sunday night show-

down against the Florida State
Seminoles. Head coach of the
Seminoles Mike Norvell is
looking for his first bowl appearance at Florida State after
a 5-7 season a year ago. The
Seminoles are coming off a
blowout win last week against
the Duquesne Dukes led by a
potent rushing attack. They
had three players with more
than 100 rushing yards, which
is sure to be the focus of Brian
Kelly’s defense to slow down
Sunday. Florida State returns
a lot of starters, including
quarterback Jordan Travis to
lead an experienced bunch at
a run in the ACC this season.
LSU not only has a fresh
face at head coach, but also at
quarterback. Jayden Daniels
is expected to get the start,
so expect to see an explosive
new look LSU offense in 2022.
Starting running back John
Emery will not be playing in
this game, but I still expect LSU
to get the win in a high scoring
affair with a home game-type
atmosphere in the Superdome.
No. 21 Ole Miss vs. Troy:
Caleb Harris
Final Prediction Ole Miss
52, Troy 17
The Ole Miss Rebels won 10
regular season games during
the 2021 season, which is the
first time in program history,
and also ranked as high as No.
8. The Rebels finished with a
10-3 record, capping off the
season with a defeat to Baylor
in the Allstate Sugar Bowl. The
Rebels, however, lost a lot of
key players to the NFL draft,
including Carolina Panthers
quarterback Matt Corral, who
threw for 3,345 yards through
the air with 20 touchdowns
and five interceptions, as well
as Dallas Cowboys defensive
end Sam Williams, who finished his last collegiate season with a career-high 12.5
sacks and 16 tackles-for-loss.
The Rebels also lost both
running backs in Snoop Conner and Jerrion Ealy, who com-

bined for more than 1,400 yards
on the ground. Ole Miss did
acquire running back Zach Evans (TCU) through the transfer
portal, so expect to see a lot of
production coming from him.
With head coach Lane Kiffin
entering his third year at Ole
Miss, he will look to continue the winning ways from last
season. Kiffin was able to dip
into the transfer portal to get
players that can make an immediate impact. Notable players include quarterback Jaxson
Dart (USC) and wide receiver Jaylon Robinson (UCF).
The biggest question being asked is who will be under
center for the Rebels in the
opener. Dart came to Ole Miss
to be the main signal caller,
but there is another quarterback in the running as well.
Sophomore quarterback Luke
Altmayer, who played in the
Sugar Bowl loss against Baylor,
is very familiar with Kiffin’s offense heading into his second
year. He showed great promise in the Grove Bowl as well.
Will there be a drop off for
the Rebel offense going into the
new season? The Rebels scored
an average of 33.7 points per
game last season, but while I do
see this number decreasing, I
don’t see a drastic fall off. The
Rebel defense made huge leaps
last season. With the departure
of former defensive coordinators DJ Durkin and Chris Kiffin, new defensive coordinator
Maurice Newman will take over
a greatly improved defense.
There are still numerous
guys that will be returning from
the 2021 Ole Miss defense, so
I would not be too concerned
with a dropoff. The only thing
is that Ole Miss needs to fill
the shoes of Williams and his
12.5 sacks. There are several
players capable of this, such as
defensive ends Cedric Johnson
and Tavius Robinson. Can they
turn the corner and continue
to get after the quarterback?
We will see once the season
kicks off at Vaught-Hemingway Stadium on Sept. 3 at 3
p.m. CDT on SEC Network.
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31- Baton Rouge sch.;
32- Horse race venue in
England;
33- Jacket material;
34- “Siddhartha” author;
39- Explosive stuff;
40- Author of fables;
41- Ball belle;
42- Convenience;
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known for smash mouth, tough
defenses like the SEC. In Dart’s
PAC-12 career, he threw two interceptions against UCLA (a perennial rival, if not a powerhouse)
and only 89 yards against Arizona
State, another school not known
for its football dominance. In short,
the only thing we know about Dart
is that he will flash brilliance,
but not necessarily maintain it.
Kiffin, ever the schemer as the
head coach for the Rebels, has said
that he “think(s) both guys have
played better.” When pressured
about whether he would announce
a starter or roll with a collaborative
QB approach, Kiffin said, “I don’t
anticipate that (not naming a starting quarterback), but I wouldn’t
say that wouldn’t happen.”
In other words, Kiffin is as
stumped on the decision as we
are, which leaves as many questions as answers for Ole Miss
heading into the season-opener
Saturday at Vaught-Hemingway
Stadium. Regardless of the outcome, Ole Miss vs. Troy will be a
can’t-miss showcase of talent that
we should all be sure to watch.
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18- Cordillera of South
America;
19- Lucie’s father;
20- Overhaul;
22- Spoken;
24- Bentley of “American
Beauty”;
25- Church recess;
26- It may help move
aircraft;
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54- Captain;
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his staff. Heading into Week 1
against Troy, questions still loom.
Altmyer, in his limited playing
time last season, saw only 20 completions and 192 yards, good for an
average of 5.2 yards per attempt
on 54.1% passing, per ESPN. Although the strength of Corral’s season shouldn’t be a knock on Altmyer’s career, it’s worth noting that
his only significant single-game
playing time resulted in a loss to
Baylor in the Sugar Bowl, 21-7.
Dart has seen significantly
more action in his short college
career. Since appearing in only six
games at USC, Dart has accumulated 1,353 yards, with nine touchdowns and only five interceptions
to show for his efforts, with a quarterback rating of 67.7. Comparing
these two signal-callers seems
simple enough, given Dart’s impressive stats, but his golden arm
and western charm belie a dirty secret about his prospects: We don’t
know if he can win consistently.
Over the six games Dart appeared in, his efforts were nearly
always in vain, with a career record
of 2-4 in a conference not well-

54- Queens stadium;
55- Lock openers;
56- Angers;
57- Annoyance;
59- ___ cheese;
60- Garden site;
61- Super Bowl XXXIV
champs;
64- Hi-___ monitor;
65- Contend;

to be one of the premier coaches
in the NCAA, so we can be sure
to see a prepared and focused Ole
Miss football team take the field.
Ole Miss has the luxury of being heavily favored in this matchup, so it can continue to work out
the kinks on the field. Newly hired
offensive coordinator Charlie Weis
Jr. has options at the quarterback
position, and Kiffin has yet to name
a starter, so Rebel fans can expect
to see a lot of Luke Altmyer and
Jaxson Dart in the season opener.
As the former backup to Matt
Corral, Altmyer is looking to make
a name for himself in Ole Miss
lore. However, he is not alone
in the quarterback room. Dart,
a former four-star who transferred from USC, is prepared to
make the QB battle interesting.

Dart is not the only transfer poised to make an immediate impact on the team. Former TCU running back Zach
Evans is ready to make some
noise in the college football world.
“He (Evans) looks like a
Heisman trophy candidate,”
freshman
offensive
lineman Preston Cushman said.
Evans was a hot commodity
in the transfer portal this year, so
Kiffin and the rest of Rebel nation
are excited to see how the TCU
transfer will respond to the hype.
In recent years, Ole Miss has
been known for producing NFL
talent at the wide receiver position: D.K. Metcalf, A.J. Brown
and Elijah Moore, to name a few.
Weis. has a deep wide receiver
room this year, but one wideout
projects to stand above the rest.
Senior Jonathan Mingo, a

6-foot-2-inch receiver, is a part of
the 2022 Preseason All-SEC Second Team. Mingo has waited for
his turn and is ready to make his
mark in the Ole Miss history books.
The senior receiver, who
played only six games last season
due to injury, notched 346 yards
on 22 catches in 2021 and finished second on the team in yards
per game with 57.7. Given that he
remains healthy, Mingo will be a
serious threat in the Troy game
and for the rest of the season.
Saturday’s game will be
televised on the SEC Network.
In a week where the Ole Miss
football team can experiment
with rotations and play-calling, it will be interesting to see
how all the new faces perform.
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OPINION
What’s up, Wingstop?
JUSTICE ROSE

thedmopinion@gmail.com

Wingstop has quickly become one of my favorite spots
to frequent, although there is
nothing remarkable or outstanding about the franchise.
The service is more or less
the same one would expect from
a fast food joint. I’d say the wings
and authentic atmosphere are
primary draws of business.
The cooks will be in the back
blasting music without fail. The
given wait time will not be met.
There’s a high chance they will
be out of an item essential to
the dining experience. That’s all
fine. The wings are exceptional.
They make up for all the customer service sins that will be
committed.
That may be too harsh.
Wingstop has a much better rep
than, say, Popeyes or McDonald’s…
All this to say I was taken
aback last week when investigations revealed that Wingstop

ILLUSTRATION: LIBBY FLANAGAN / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

franchisee, Boss Wings LLC, is
facing legal trouble. According
to the Department of Labor’s
Wage and Hour Division, at
least five Wingstop locations in
the state have committed violations that range from shifting
operation costs, like safety train-

ing and background checks,
to employees, resulting in pay
below minimum wage. The Department of Labor has fined the
company $51,674 to cover missing wages for 244 workers and
levied an additional $62,753 in
civil penalties.

Rick Ross, a Clarksdale,
Miss. native, and his family own
Boss Wings LLC, the company
that owns the Wingstop locations under investigation. The
rap artist has been well known
for his business ventures and
philanthropic
efforts
since

reaching fame. Certainly, these
discoveries do not align with
the reputation Ross has built for
himself.
Living off a fast-food wage
is already hard enough. Couple that with a myriad of issues
one could face in the state, like
healthcare, food insecurity,
even job security, and this becomes a troubling issue. Ross
and his family, also Mississippi
natives, should know this as well
as anybody. What was the decision making that went into this
scheme? Ross, publicly anointed “Boss,” assured that the discrepancies were a mistake and
no such error will repeat.
“When you running a business, there will be mistakes, but
as the biggest boss, you never
make the same mistake twice…”
Ross said confidently.
Way to rally the troops, now
tell it to the fed.

Justice Rose is the opinion
editor. He is a sophomore majoring in journalism from Madison, Miss.

The disgrace of TANF scandal: Constituents
get the short end of the stick
DAVID RAMSEY

thedmopinion@gmail.com

The Mississippi Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families scandal further emphasizes our state’s desperate
need for strong leaders.
Three years ago, an investigation into former Gov. Phil
Bryant’s administration into
the misuse of $77 million in
welfare funds began.
It’s been alleged that funds
were given to notable individuals and companies such as
Brett Favre, a former WWE
wrestler and the University of

Southern Mississippi to promote different interests like
experimental medicines, a
new USM volleyball stadium
and exercise programs across
the state. These funds were
intended to address poverty
in Mississippi.
When Mississippi Today
released text messages Bryant had sent to various individuals involved, Mississippians got a glimpse into what
appeared to be complicity
shared by many of the people
involved.
While the investigation
has been going on for quite
some time, events with the
state’s current leadership

posed to government spending, has been accused of using
it for his own benefit and has
faced no legal repercussions.
Reeves’ official website claims
he is “Shedding light on the
issues and installing the best
leadership to help him turn
the departments around to
work for the people of Mississippi.” When in fact, he
fired the investigation’s lead
attorney Brad Pigott because
he supposedly held a “political agenda.” The hypocrisy of
state leadership has become
so blatant it’s disrespectful to
the severely impoverished citizens that required the funds
for basic needs.
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This scandal could be a
turning point for Mississippi
voters of
both parties to begin vetting its leaders better. A system of accountability starts
with public
outcry. The moment Mississippi holds its leaders accountable is the moment its
leaders improve,
and the well-being of its
citizens will improve in turn.
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have kept the story running.
Just recently, a civil lawsuit
was filed by the Mississippi
Department of Human Services to try to locate and receive $24 million of the missing funds. Gov. Tate Reeves’
association with other people
being investigated has been
called into question.
The TANF scandal coming
to light is a cherry on top of
the failures of our state’s executive branch. While the selection of governors like Bryant and Reeves all revolves
around partisan
politics, my question is
why these men? Bryant, a
conservative adamantly op-
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